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A NARRATIVE 


Of the state of Religion within the bounds of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church 5 and of the General Assoctations of 
Connecticut, of New Hampshire, and of Massachusctts Proper. 


Every thing which relates to the Redeemer’s kingdom is im- 
rortant to the world, and of peculiar interest to the people of God. 
The General Assembly, therefore, feel a pleasure in presenting 
to the churches under their care, a summary of the state of religion 
within their bounds during the past year. 

In entering on this duty, they cannot conceal their grief, that, 
in many parts of our wide extended country, there are many vices 
still prevalent, such as profaneness, intemperance, sabbath-break- 
ing and gambling; vices, thes€, which will always be, whilst they 
continue, a cause of just compaint and of deep regret. In many 
instances, however, a check, has been given to these degrading 
and sinful practices, by the salutary operation of moral societies.— 
Societies of this character, if instituted on proper principles and 
conducted with suitable prudence, promise to be very useful in 
laying, at least, au outward restraint upon the disturbers of the 
peace and order of society. 

In some instances too, we learn, with feelings of the greatest 
concern, that the walk and conversation even of professors, are 
not such as becometh the gospel of Christ. They are cold and 
formal in their demeanour, and.in their conduct conform to the 
vain customs of the world. Alas! they seem to have forgotten 
the solemnity of that transaction, when they laid their vows before 
the altar of God, and avouched the Lord Jehovah to be their God. 
The General Assembly feel it to be their duty, tenderly, but faith- 
fully, to warn such of the danger of their condition, and the per- 
nicious influence of their example, and earnestly to exhort them 
to strengthen the things that remain, which are ready to die. 

Fidelity to the churches requires that these subjects of griet 
should be presented to their view ; yet it is not to be understood 
that the evils complained of are more prevalent than heretofore. 
There is, indeed, abundant reason to believe they are not. ‘The 
general aspect of the church of God has never been more favour- 
able within our knowledge than, at the present time. The age 
in which we live is to be characterized as the age of christian 
charity. Numerous associations are formed, which have for their 
ovject the alleviation of human misery ; associations, by the efforts 
of which the widow’s heart is made glad, the orphan’s tears are 
wiped away, and poverty is relieved in its cottage of sorrow.. Nor 
has benevolence limited her exertions to relieving the temperal ne~ 
cessities of mankind. A higher object has claimed her attention, aud 
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received it. ‘The spiritual interests of the poor and the ignoram. 
have been considered with a solicitude and a promptness un- 
paralleled in the history of the world. 

In very many of our cities and populous villages, Sabbath 
schools have been instituted for children and adults, in which 
thousands are taught to read the word of Ged, and are instructed 
in the principles of religion. They are led also to the sanctuary 
of the Lord by their teachers, and thus enjoy the benefit of that 
gospel which otherwise, perhaps, multitudes of them had never 
heard. Connected herewith, we would likewise note the instruc- 
tion of the young and ignorant by catechizing, and the institution 
of bible classes in most of our congregations ; for these form a 
striking feature of the day. God has blessed these efforts, and 
Zion hath multiplied her children. 

Religious Tract Societies are. increasing, both in number and in 
exertions, to the manifest advantage of truth and piety. 

Missionary societies alse claim from the general Assembly a 
distinguished notice. Aided by those consecrated treasures, which 
have been placed at the disposal of these associations, the gospel 
has been faithfully and successfully preached through a wide ex- 
tent of country.—It is with emotions of joy, which cannot be 
expressed, that we have heard of the zeal, the patience, and the 
intrepidity of those heralds of the cross, who, in the true spirit ot 
their missionary character, have penetrated far into the wilder- 
ness, and have proclaimed salvation through the.Lord Jesus Christ. 
where the gospel before had been scarcely ever heard. Never, 
never before have such narratives been presented to the Assembly ; 
so interesting in their detail, so cheering in their aspect. 

In more places than one,. the Spirit of the Lord has shed down 
his holy influences on their labours ; so that many precious souls 
through their instrumentality, it is humbly hoped, have passed 
from death unto life, and are enrelled amongst the friends of Jesus 
It is a pleasure too, of no ordinary kind, to be able to state, that 
the missionary spirit is. increasing both among preachers and 
people ; and many young men, entering the ministry, are not in- 
timidated by the exertions and privations of a missionary lile ; 
they are ready to spend, and be spent, in that blessed cause 
which contains in itself a character of infinite importance : 

* Enough to fill an Angel’s hands, 
It filled a Saviour’s heart.” 

In the establishment of. Bible Societies theve has been the most 
extensive combination.— Within: the hallowed cirele of their ope- 
ration, all denominations of Christians have met. And the pasi 
year will be remembered by future generations for an expression-. 
of attachment to the sacred volume, ly the increase of these*So- 
cieties, before unknown. And here it ought not to »e concealed 
that the Establishment of the American Disie Society has beer 
a principal means of giving this impulse to public scntiment 
There is a grandeur in its character which commands respect— 
angi an influence in its extension which must be felt. 
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Among the patrons of these charities which we have recorded, 
and who merit the gratitude of the church, the General Assembly 
recognize the unceasing efforts and liberality of pious Females— 
their benevolence has flowed in various channels, and their zeal 
will be long held as a precious memorial of their virtue and their 
piety. The Cent Socicties are peculiarly their own, by which 
sixteen young men have been supported the last year in whole or 
in part at the Assembly’s Seminary at Princeton. Go on, ye sisters 
in Zion, and ye mothers in Israel, until the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord! 

The monthly concert for special praycr has been almost univer- 
sally attended ; and herein a union of sentiment and desire has 
been expressed by our churches which affords the brightest pros- 
pects to the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Indeed, Zion has been evi- 
dently extending the curtains of her habitation. She has length- 
ened her cords, and strengthened her stakes. The number of her 
branches has been increased, and her members been multiplied. 
Until now, we have never known such bright displays of sovereign 
grace, nor marked so distinctly the triumphs of the cross of Christ. 
God has indeed been seen, in the operations of his spirit, to have 
dwelt with man upon the earth. It is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes. 

From the particular accounts. which the Assembly have received 
from the Presbyteries under their care, they feel a high satisfac- 
tion in learning the measure of ministerial faithfulness with which 
the pastors of the churches have generally discharged the arduous 
duties of their station. The labours of many of them have been 
particularly blessed by the great head of his church, who, when 
he ascended up on high, received gifts for men. Some have been 
honourably employed in building up the saints in the faith and 
order of the Gospel, whilst others have been permitted to witness 
among their people the powerfuldmfluence of converting grace, and 
have seen sinners flocking to Jesus, like clouds and like doves to 
their windows. This will be abundantly evident by recording 
some of the wonders which God has wrought. And here the as- 
sembly would particularly mention the Presbyteries of Northuin- 
berland, Champlain, Grand-River, Cayuga, Onondaga, Geneva, 
Columbia, and Jersey, as greatly distinguished by the glorious 
manifestations of divine mercy, to'some of the congregations within 
their bounds.—In Northumberland Presbytery, the congregation 
of Shamokin has been graciously visited with an outpouring of 
the Divine spirit. And though this be a day of small things, much 
good has already resulted from this merciful visitation, and we 
cannot but hail it as the token of a brighter scene. 

In the Presbytery of Champlain, there have been several revi- 
vals of religion, which have gladdened ~—— of ministers and 
christians dispersed through that region. More than an hundred 
souls, in the course of eight months, have been made the hopeful 
subjects of Divine grace in the congregation of Malone. In Chat- 
‘eaugay, Constable, Bangor, Moira, and Dickinson, Plattsburgh, 
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Chazee, and Lewis, the power of that Holy Spirit has been felt, 
by which we are convinced of sin, and converted unto God. 

Grand River Presbytery has experienced the loving-kindness of 
the Lord, and received the word of his salvation. Zion’s friends 
rejoice and magnify the riches of his grace. In the congregations 
of Austinburgh, Morgan, and Rome, the work has been powerful 
and glorious. In Greene, Aurora, Lebanon, Jefferson, and Bucks- 
ville, the Lord hath manifested the power of his Gospel. 

Cayuga Presbytery is among those favoured portions of our 
church which the Lord hath blessed indeed. Ithaca, Lisle, Sem- 
pronius, Scipio, and Danby, have richly partaken in divine influ- 
ence: but, especially, have we to mention the congregation of 
Lock, as particularly distinguished for those trophies of grace 
which the Lord hath gathered to the honour of his glorious name. 

In the Presbytery of Onondaga, the congregations of Homer, 
Fabius, Cazenovia, and Otisco, are to be numbered among the 
places which it hath delighted the Lord to bless. Here a rich har- 
vest of souls hath been gathered ; and the spirit of God hath de- 
scended, like dew on the new mown grass. 

Geneva Presbytery also has been remembered with times ot 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord. The effusions of Divine 
grace have been copious and extensive; and the heavenly influ- 
ence has been particularly shed upon the congregations of Bloom- 
field, Lyons, Romulus, Middlesex, Gorham and Palmyra. Hun- 
dreds of the wretched sinners of our race have been brought to 
cry out ‘* what must we do to be saved,” and here have found that 
Saviour whose blood cleanseth from all sin. Similar influences, 
though of a less extent, have been experienced in the congregations 
of Geneva, Rochester, Buffaloe, Wolcott, Victor, Livonia, and 
Hamburgh. The results of these revivals it is impossible for us 
to estimate—They will doubtless be better learnt around the 
throne ef God and the Lamb, from the songs of the redeemed. 

The Presbytery of Columbia tecord, in their reports, illustrious 
mercy and wondrous grace. ‘The Lord has visited several desti- 
lute places within the bounds of the Presbytery with his comfort- 
ing and reviving influences. The congregation of Catskill and 
Cambridge have been manifestly blessed of "Ged. But, in the city 
of Troy, the glory and the grace of God bas been displayed with 
peculiar splendour and holy triumph. About 500, in the several 
denominations, are said to have professed the name of Jesus— 
some of all ages and conditions, trom the child of ten, to the old 
man of eighty years, have beenmade the subjects of divine mercy. 
What heart does not exult in such a work of the Lord, and take 
part with those blessed intelligences of the throne of God, who 
desire to look into the mysteries of grace, and rejoice when sin- 
ners repent! 

The Presbytery of Jersey speak of wonders of mercy. And 
scenes of Divine and sovereign grace are exhibited in some of 
their congregations, overwhelming by the grandeur of the work 
and the extent of the operation. "Two congregations in Newark, 
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and the congregations of Elizabethtown and Orange, have felt in 
very deed that the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salva- 
tion, unto all who believe. The congregations also of Connecti- 
cut-farms and Bloomfield, have received a copious effusion of the 
spirit of God. Multitudes, in this region, have embraced the Lord 
Jesus in hope of eternal life. ‘The attention of the people of co- 
Jour is here said also to be excited to the great things of their 
peace. This Presbytery reckon more than fifteen hundred persons 
as being either deeply impressed with the importance of religion, 
or else triumphing in the joys of faith, in the societies here re- 
corded. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, is kindly remembered 
of God, and its influence is most happy. The missionary spirit, 
which is manifestly increasing in this institution, is a subject of 
pleasing congratulation to all the friends of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. ‘The number of students in this seminary is forty-seven. 

The Theological Seminary, under the care of the Synod of 
Virginia, is also represented in a prosperous state. 

The Assembly further notice with pleasure the general atten- 
tion and exertion to alleviate the condition of the people of colour, 
in almost all parts of the country.--A society has been formed for 
the colonization of free people of this description, and is patronized 
by the first characters of our nation. 

An institution, likewise, is established under the direction of the 
Synod of New-York and New-Jersey, for the education of men of 
colour for the ministry, and as instructors of their brethren. 

From the General Association of Connecticut we learn, with ins 
terest, that some revivals of religion have taken place, and the 
cause of Jesus is advancing. Many happy fruits of past revivals 
are now enjoyed, and great things are still doing for Zion in that 
section of our country. Bible, Tract, Missionary Societies are 
numerous, and useful in their influence ; especially a society for 
the education of young men for the gospel ministry, which pro- 
mises much good. We rejoice to learn, that in this state there is 
also a Seminary established for the education of heathen youth in 
our own country, at which there are twelve of this description, 
from different countries, And also, an institution, which hath for 
its object the education of the deaf anddumb. ‘This establishment 
is in successful operation, and is supported by the general libe- 
rality of the country. 

In Massachusetts Proper, there have been some revivals of in- 
teresting character and extent. ‘The blessed fruits, resulting from 
the showers of grace which were mentioned in our narrative for 
the last year, will be held in everlasting remembrance by the peo- 
ple of God. The various societies which have been established 
in this state to promote christian morals, and to extend the king- 
dom of the Redeemer, have continued their efforts with undimin- 
ished zeal and success. ‘To individuals whom God hath distin- 
guished by the possession of wealth, he has given the disposition 
to become distinguished benefactors of the Church. 
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The Theological Seminary at Andover is flourishing. It hds 
sixty-seven students ; many of whom, like their brethren in the 
sister seminary at Princeton, are devoted to missions. The socie- 
ty recently established to educate pious young men for the chris- 
tian ministry, promises much good tothe church It has on its 
funds sixty-six students in various seminaries, and in various 
stages of academical learning. 

From New Hampshire we are happy to learn, that the interests 
of evangelical religion are in a progressive state. ‘That a mis- 
sionary society has been long established, together with a Bible 
Society... Societies for charitable objects, and for the reforma- 
tion of morals, are multiplied and attended with salutary effects. 
About 20 congregations have been blessed with revivals. 

From Vermont we have no formal report; but, by authentic 
information, we learn that upwards of one hundred societies have 
been visited with effusions of the Holy Spirit. The work is most 
remarkable and illustrious. The heritage of Zion is refreshed, 
and the temples of the Lord are filled with worshippers. 

On the whole, the past year has been a year of Zion’s glory 
within our onde, Cheering are the prospects of the future ; 
and the signs of the times deserve our deep attention. The church 
is, at present, to be viewed in a,light peculiarly interesting. The 
friends of Zion are awake from a long sleep. The heralds of the 
gospel are running to and fro through the earth, and knowledge 
is increasing. Mighty exertions are now making throughout the 
christian world. Emperors and kings, with men of every rank, 
combine their efforts to circulate the sacred scriptures around the 
globe, . Prejudice and bigotry, which have so long separated those 
who served our common Lord, and promoted a common cause, 
seem by degrees to be passing away. The spirit of God is mar- 
vellously shed forth on some parts of Zion.—Fervency and con- 
cert in prayer appear to be. ingreasing among christians. May 
we. not then hope, that the night is far spent; that the day is at 
hand? may we not hope, that the time approaches, when the 
kingdoms. of this world shall become the kingdom of God and his 


Christ! Even so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly ! Amen. 
Published by order of the general assembly. 
Attest, 


WILLIAM NEILL, Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1817, 


oe 
Extracts from the Fifth annual Report of the Board of Directors 
of the Theological Seminary, to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, Read May 21, 1817. 


The number of Students in the Seminary at the date of the last 
Report was thirty-three. 

The whole number who attended during the last winter Sessiar 
was forty-nine. 

The number at present in the Institution is forty-seven. 
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‘Since the last annual Report, the following students have been 


‘icensed to preach the Gospel, viz. 
Phinehas Camp, by the Presbytery of Hudson, 


Stephen Saunders, do. Jersey, 
Elias Harrison, do. do. 
Thomas B. Balch, do, Baltimore, 
William M‘Farlane, do. Carlisle, 
Jeremiah Chamberlaine, do. do. 
Sylvester Larned, do. New York. 
James H. Mills, do. do. 

Otto S. Hoyt, do. New Brunswick. 


A certificate of his having fully finished the whole course pre- 
scribed in the plan has been given by the Professors to Backus 
Wilbur. 

The studies which have been attended to through the year by 
each class are the following, viz. 

The first class which completed its course in the fall, have at- 
tended to the composition and delivery of a Sermon, and ~ 
Pastoral care. The class which in the fall became the first, to 
Didactic and Polemic Theology, Ecclesiastical History, and 
Church Government. The seeond class, to the study of the Scrip- 
iures in the English translation, Biblical History, the original lan- 
guages of Scripture, Campbell’s Dissertations, Didactic Theology, 
and Ecclesiastical History. And the third class which was formed 
at the commencement of the winter session, to the study of the 
Scriptures in the English translations, Sacréd Chronology, Sacred 
Geography, Biblical History, the Original Languages of Scripture, 
and Jewish Antiquities. 

The Professors in theirreport to the Board have repeated thei: 
former favourable statement, respecting the general spirit and de- 
portment of the students under their care. And the Board are 
peculiarly gratified to have it in their power tostate, that of the 
small number of the students, who have been in this seminary, no 
iess than thirteen have through’the year past been engaged in 
missionary labours ; and several of them with much success, as 
appears from their journals read before the Assembly. 

At the close of each of the sessions through the year, the Board 
attended to a careful examination of ‘the students, in which they 
received entire satisfaction. 

On the subject of Female Societies, for the support of necessi- 

ous students, the Board are happy to report, that they have been 
ana by the Professors, the,dollowing sums have been for- 
warded for this object, viz. 

Female Cent Society of 2d Church, Newark, (N.J.) $ 76 26 








Ist do. - - Philadelphia - - 150 00 
do. - . Newburgh = - - - 145 04 

do. - - Bridgetown (Cumb. N. J.) 35 76 

od do. - . Philadelphia - - 54 37} 
$ 461 423 
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Brought forward 461 42% 
Female Cent ey of Brick Church (N. Y.) - 104 00 






do. Elizabeth Town (N.J.) - 48 58 

do. - : Hopewell, Orange Co. (N. Y.) 30 28 

do. - - Montgomery, do. (N. Y.) 101 00 

in - - Lennox and Sullivan, Madison 41 50 

j - - County, (N. Y.) 

do. - - Blooming Grove (N. Y.) 33 93 

do. - - Marlborough (N. Y-) - 25 

do. : - Morristown (N. J.) - 48 15 

do. - - Jamaica, Long Island - 186 50 
2d do. - : Wall Street Church N. York 107 00 

do. - Goshen (N.Y.) - - 53 00 
Number of Ladies al Philadelphia .. - - - 8 25 
Female Association of 1st Presbyterian Cong. Newark 153 18 
Mite Society of Wilmington (Del.) — - - - 59 50 
Female Benevolent Society of Springfield (N. J.) _ 3248 
Cong. and Pres. Association, Charleston (S. C.) - 204i 
Female Benevolent Society, Harrisburgh (Penn.) 100 00 
Female Society of Cedar Street Church, N. York 376 00 


Total $2263 553 








By means of these generous donations, there have been support- 
ed, through the year past in the Seminary, either in whole or in 
part, sixteen students, the most of whom would probably otherwise 
not have received the advantages of the institution. 

Through the year past, beniead valuable books have been added 
to the library. Nineteen volumes have been purchased, and forty- 
eight volumes have been presented. 

“The Board have through the year progressed in the erection of 
the principal edifice for the Thedlogical Seminary. It is now 
enclosed, and has been erected on the plan, reported to a former 
Assembly, and approved by them. The Board have expended 
the whole of the appropriation of the last year, and the unexpen- 
ded balance of the former year, amounting together to $20, 59834. 
And the Building Committee finding that this sum was insufficient 
to put the building under cover, and secure it from the weather, 
which was deemed very important before the winter commenced, 
and which the last Assembly ordered to be done, felt themselves 
reluctantly constrained to incur an expense beyond the appropria- 
tion. They accordingly expended $3,000, and became responsi- 
ble themselves for the sum, in confidence that the Assembly would 
agree to assume the same. After expending this sum, the com- 
mittee found on carefully collecting the outstanding accounts, and 
which it was impracticable to collect before, that there was due 
an additional sum of $1,400. In the spring they found that several 
things still needed to be done on the exterior of the building, to 
secure it from the weather. But unwilling to take turther respon- 
sibility om themselves, they procured the callingiof a special meet- 
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ing of the Board, and laid this matter before them. The Board 
considering the necessity of the case, passed the following resolu- 
tion, viz. ‘* That it be recommended to the committee of building, 
to proceed immediately in doing those things which are absolutely 
necessary to protect the edifice from the weather.” Conformably 
to this resolution, the building committee have proceeded in ne- 
cessary expenses to the amount of $900; making an excess of 
expenditure, above the appropriation of $5,300. The Board be- 
lieve that imperious necessity, required the course that has been 
pursued ; and they had no alternative, but either to leave what 
they had already done to great injury, or to exceed the appropria- 
tion in the expenditures as they have done. The Board would 
further report that they have on hand materials amounting in value 
to about $1,500. 

Of the appropriation of the last Assembly for the general pur- 
poses of the Institution of $4,000, together with the balance of the 
former year of $541, the Board have expended the following 
sums, Viz : 





Professors’ salaries and house rent - - $4,200 00 
Travelling expenses of distant directors - 53 80 
Contingencies for Printing, &c. - - 135 41 

$4,389 21 





Leaving a balance of this appropriation unexpended, of $151 79 





The Board would further report to the assembly, that to render 
the Theological Edifice fit to accommodate the Institution, it will be 
necessary to finish the two lower stories, except such public rooms 
as may not be immediately wanted, and alsosome lodging rooms in 
the third story ; and that the expense to complete this will be about 
fifteen or sixteen thousand dollars: which sum, according to the 
statement they have just received from the Treasurer of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, is about the amount of the whole of the funds of 
the Theological Seminary, except those which can be appropriated 
only to the support of necessitous students. 

From this statement the Assembly will readily perceive the 
imperious nesessity of making, without delay, vigorous exertions to 
increase the funds of the institution.* 

Signed by order of the Board, 
ASHBEL GREEN, President. 
John M‘Dowell, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, May 20, 1817. 





* The Assembly have earnestly recommended a collection to be taken up 
in all the churches within their bounds, to meet the present exigencies of the 
institution, on the first Sabbath in November next; or, if prevented on that 
day, on some following Sabbath of that month; and that the pastors of the 
respective churches, on the day of the collection, preach a sermon adapted 
to the occasion. 

The Assembly have also appointed agents throughout their bounds, to 
solicit subscriptions in aid of the funds of the Seminary. 
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APPENDIX, 

The Theoiogical Seminary has now been in operation nearly 
jive years. ‘lhe number of students who have been in the Insti- 
iution from its commencement, including those now in. it, amount 
to ninety. 

Of these, fuurty-four have been licensed to preach the Gospel— 
‘Twenty are settled pastors, several of them in the most important 
congregations within our bounds ; and the labours of several of 
them have already been blessed with special revivals of religion.— 
Nineteen ofthem have been engaged, or are now engaged in mis- 
sionary labours, or have accepted missionary appointments. The 
labours of several of them on missionary ground, have been very 
signally blessed. Congregations in very important situations have 
been formed through the instrumentality of their Jabours ; and the 
outpouring of the Spirit has in several instances followed them.— 
The field of labour intowhich many of them‘have gone or are going, 
is exceedingly important. Through the last year the students of 
-the Seminary have been actively engaged on missionary 
ground in the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carelina, Tennessee, Ohio and Indiana, and the 
Michigan and Illinois Territories—And appointments have now 
been accepted, in addition to other regions, for the Missouri Ter- 
ritory, the Mississippi Territory, and Mobile and the city of New 
Orleans. 

The students have been acitiyely and successfully engaged im 
the vicinity of the Seminary in. promoting the interests of religion. 
And there is now existing among the students a society of inquiry 
respecting missions; this society was instituted in the spring of 
1814. It meets once amonth. Its object is to store the minds of 
the students with a knowledge on missionary subjects, to ascertain 
the situation and wants of destitute regions of the world, and the 
best means of spreading the Gospel among them; and to enkin- 
dle and cherish the spirit of missionaries in theirown souls—It is 
especially to this institution that the missionary spirit is to be as- 
cribed, which bas lately been excited among the students of the 
seminary, and which promises to be extensively useful to the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom. 

‘These facts speak a language in favour of the Seminary whick 
cannot be mistaken. If any thing gan-animate its friends, and re- 
concile to its support those who have hitherto regarded it with 
aversion, or indifference, it is the extensive benefits which it has 
already procured to the church. However christians may differ as 
to the means of doing good, they must rejoice in all those efforts 
which promote the glory of God, and accomplish the designs ot his 
grace, in the salvation of men. The claims of the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton do not rest on the promises of usefulness, but 
on the actual advantages which it has furnished. Already it has 
sent forth able and faithful Jabourers into the harvest ; workmen 
that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. The 
prayers of the church are auswered. The borders of our country 
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dre pressed with the feet of missionaries who have been educated 
in this institution. Sinners are now listening to the gospel from lips 
that have drunk deeply at the fountains of sacred truth. The 
student has exchanged his place at the feet of his teachers, to en: 
gage in the active labours of the cross, and to proclaim the un 
searchable riches of Christ.—In various parts of the Church, deso- 
lated by the death of the fathers, have risen the children ; and 1! 
js a most gratifying circumstance, one which we consider as a 
peculiar manifestation of divine favour, that in some congregations, 
where the pastor was chosen from among the students of our Se- 
minary, there have been extensive revivals. In proportion as this 
institution shall be known, it will gain on the affections of the 
churches. Its importance must be felt in every section of our 
community. It is a fountain which enjoys, it is believed, the 
favour and protection of Zion’s king ;—his own right hand is 
throwing into it the salt of grace, and its streams are already 
flowing to revive the desert. To protect it, to give it the full 
advantages of the cordial exertions and prayers of the church, are 
<luties which the indications of Providence and palpable events 
have placed beyond the reach of doubt, or question. It requires 
the prompt and prayerful aid of its friends. This is a season ot 
deep interest to its welfare. Every day its importance and res- 
pectability are rising. ‘The hopes of its friends are more than 
realized ; the practicability of its design is reduced to demonstra- 
tion. We call upon our churches to contribute to its funds,—to 
redeem their pledge, to give it all the ardour of their supplication, 
and so much of their substance as shall enable it to do all the good 
of which it is capable. 

The edifice, founded for the accommodation of the Seminary, ha: 
already nearly exhausted the funds hitherto collected. 

The building, now enclosed, will be at once a credit and a 
blessing tothe church. To finish it will require a vigorous exertion. 
Our faith in the mercy of the Lord is unshaken. The tokens of his 
favour forbid our fear; the héarts of men are in his hand, and the 
silver and the gold will not be witkheld from the work which he 
delights to prosper. 

When we reflect that there are several thousand professors of our 
denomination, among whom there are hundreds who could alone and 
without the sacrifice of one comfort of life, complete this important 
edifice, shall we doubt the inclination and zeal, the piety and libe- 
rality of our collected friends ? 

From what has been done we may anticipate what this institution 
is designed to do. It requires not the spirit of prophecy to foresee 
that by its instrumentality, under the favour of God, the waste places 
of Zion will be rebuilt—sinners will be converted to Jesus—his 
children strengthened, comforted, and confirmed. ‘To this gene- 
ration it is vastly important—to the next it is sTILL MoRE so: and 
we cannot but believe that the millennial morn witl be spread up 
on it, as upon the mountains ; that it is one of the precursors of the 
season of righteousness, and may have a deep instrumentality ip 
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promoting its reign. This institution cannot be suffered to languish 
without involving the character and interests of our church deeply 
and vitally. It was established with prayer. Its resources are in 
the hearts of the churches. Its income and its prosperity under 
God must come from a spirit excited to do good, and that will 
‘* NOT BE WEARY IN WELL DOING.” 

The General Assembly of 1815 resolved, That a sum not less 
than twenty-five thousand dollars should be considered as requisite 
to endow a Professorship, and a sum not less than two thousand five 
hundred dollars to endow a Scholarship. 

If any person or persons, not exceeding three, shall give or be- 
queath twenty-five thousand dollars for the endowment of a Pro- 
fessorship, for instance, of Biblical Criticism, and Oriental Lan- 
guages, such Professorship is for ever to bear the name or names 
of the founder or founders ; and the interest of the sum thus given 
or bequeathed, is for ever to be applied to pay the salary of the 
Professor, in those branches. In like manner, if any person or 
persons, not exceeding three, shall give or bequeath two thousand 
five hundred dollars for the establishment of a Scholarship, such 
Scholarship shall for ever bear his or their names ; and the interest 
of the sum thus given or bequeathed, is forever to be applied to 
the support of an indigent Theological student in the Seminary. 

The Professors of the Seminary are—Rev. Archibald Alexander, 
D. D. Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology. Rev. Samuel 
Miller, D. D. Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Church Go- 
vernment. 

Three Scholarships have been founded, viz. 

The ————— Scholarship, Both founded by an unknown indi- 

The ————— Scholarship, vidual in New-York. 

The Lenox Scholarship, founded by Robert Lenox, Esq. of New- 
York. 

The Officers of the Board of Directors are—Ashbel Green, D. D. 
President ; John Woodhull, D. D. Vice-President ; John M‘Dow- 
ell, Secretary. 

The present Directors of the Seminary are—Samuel Blatchford, 
D. D., Francis Herron, James Hall, D. D., John Johnston, Robert 
G. Wilson, David Comfort, John E. Latta, John Woodhull, D. D., 
Eliphalet Nott, D. D., James Blythe, D. D., James Inglis, D. D., 
Asa Hillyer, Jonathan Freeman, John Chester, Ashbel Green, D. 
D., William Neill, D. D., John M‘Dowell, James Richards, D. D., 
John B. Romeyn, D. D., Robert Finley, D. D., Jacob J. Jane- 
way, D. D., Munisters—Divie Bethune, Robert Lenox, John 
M<‘Mullin, Zechariah Lewis, Joseph C. Hornblower, John Van 
Cleve, Robert Ralston, John R, B. Rodgers, Samuel Bayard, El- 
ders. 


— + o> 
MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 
Sir, To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 
I beg leave to return you my warmest thanks for the unsolicited 
insertion in your last number of the Christian Herald, of the Rev. C. 
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t. Latrobe’s ‘* Address to all who favour the propagation of Chris- 


tianity among the heathen, in behalf of the missions of the Church 
of the United Brethren, commonly called Moravians.” ‘That Ad- 
dress I had not seen before. It refers to a former appeal, made 
some years since, ‘‘ by some very respectable persons in England, 
who became acquainted with the embarrassments under which this 
important concern laboured ;”” which was then most kindly and 
liberally answered by generous contributions from many very re- 
spectable societies, congregations, and individuals in Great Bri- 
tain, who nobly stepped forward.for the relief of our church at a 
period of great difficulty as to the pecuniary means for carrying on 
their missions. 

The same urgent necessity to apply to our fellow Christians of 
other churches for their assistance, it appears, again exists; and 
‘* is encouraged by a similar call on the society, by friends out of 
their circle, who are acquainted with the proceedings of their mis- 
sions, and with the great difficulty of maintaining them.” Mr. La- 
trobe, who informs us. of this, has been for many years a well 
known, much respected agent in behalf of the missions of the Unit- 
ed Brethren. He subscribes himself ‘‘ Secretary of the Unitas 
Fratrum” (United Brethren) ‘‘ in England,”’ that being his office in 
our church, agreeably to the provisions of an act of Parliament, 
passed in favour of the United Brethren, in the year 1749. His ad- 
dress, from his usual local situation, is made in particular to British 
benevolence ; ‘‘ which,”’ he observes, ‘ is at all times so conspicu- 
ously manifested in every thing which is connected with the spread 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom.” But it would, I think, be a neglect 
of duty in me if I did not take this opportunity to request permis- 
sion of you to say publicly, through your widely circulating mis- 
cellany, that the United Brethreu in this country, and especially 
the agents here for their missions, are very sensible that they owe 
an equal tribute of gratitude to the religious public here, in as far 
as they have been called upon, for their displays of American be- 
nevolence in the same cause. 

I ask leave also, as the stationed minister of our church in this 
city, through you, most respectfully to call the attention of Chris- 
tians of every denomination in this country to Mr. Latrobe’s pub- 
lication, agreeably to its title, as addressed also to them: and J 
hope that in so doing, I shall not be considered as being presump- 
tuous, acting out of place, or doing that which in any light may be 
deemed improper. The truth is, all the members of our church 
every where, consider it to be their solemn duty to assist in carry - 
ing on our missions among the heathen, to the utmost of their pow- 
er; totake the concerns of the same faithfully to heart ; and to 
recommend them, as exigencies require, also to others, ‘* The 
Society of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among 
the heathen,’’ which has its seat at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, is, 
like other societies formed among ourselves in Europe, strictly 
auxiliary only to the Board or Committee which bas the general 
direction of our missions, all acting, in every respect, in the closest 
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concert and union ; and, as to the management of the missions, 
subject to one common direction or control. When missions 
in other parts of the world are in distress, the congregations of the 
United Brethren in this country regard that distress as their own ; 
agreeable to the apostolic principle, (1 Cr. 12. 26.) “* whether one 
member suffer, all the members suffer. with it.” May this be my 
apology for thus coming forward publicly! A debt incurred fox 
the support of our missions is, according to our church constitution. 
the debt of the whole Society of the United Brethren, commonly 
called Moravians, be their residence where it may. And all 
contributions to our missions, whether made in America or Europe, 
are placed to one account. 

Let the case néw submitted to the public be candidly consider- 
ed, and it will, it is presumed, speak sufficiently for itself. A 
union of congregations, consisting altogether of hardly more than 
12000 persons, and who are mostly of the poorer sort, have, 
without ever possessing any funds, but relying solely, from year to 
year, on the voluntary contributions of the members of their con- 
gregations, and of their friends, been for a series of years exerting 
all the energies of their little strength, in preaching the Gospel of 
our common salvation among the heathen. All Christians to whom 
they are known, unite in praises to God, for the success with 
which He has, so unexpectedly to themselves, been pleased to fa- 
vour them; and the utility of their undertaking is generally ac- 
knowledged. ‘They now tell the world, that, from distressing cir- 
cumstances which have been beyond their control, and which, 
through Mr. Latrobe, are clearly stated, they are ‘involved in 
debt to. the amount of £6000 sterling, or above $26,000 our cur- 
rency: and that, without the assistance of other churches, so- 
cieties, and friends, they cannot go on with, much less extend (as 
they are in many places invited to do) this important work. Mr. 
Latrobe uses the expressions: ‘* Wethout their aid, they are wholly 
unable at present to support it.” ‘ To liquidate so large o 
debt, they feel to be utterly iinpossible.” And what is their great 
object? ‘ That they may still be enabled to make the saving name 
of Jesus known to the heathen world.” Can such an appeal be made 
rn thts country, any more than in Great Britain, im vain? in THIS 
country, where the churches of Christ so generally flourish, and 
which, more than any other, is abundantly blessed by a kind and in- 
Gulgent Providence ? 

Subscriptions and Donations towards the support of the missions 
of the United Brethren, will be thankiully received by the minis- 
ters of their congregations ; particularly by the Rev. Charles G. 
Reichel, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; the Rev. Jacob Van Vleck, 
Salem, Stokes County, N. Carolina; the Rev. George G. Miller, 
No. 74 Race-street, Philadelphia, and by your much obliged, hum- 
ble servant, 


BENJAMIN MORTIMER, 
No, 10¢ Fulton-street, New-York. 
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Hatracts from the Second Report of the Directors of the East Ten- 
nessee Bible Society, presented at the Annual Meeting, 30th 
April, 1817. 


From the few returns made to the Recording Secretary, it ap. 
pears, that the number of members ascertained to belong to the 
Society, is Two Hundred and Fifty-two; making an increase 
since the last Annual Report of one hundred~and thirteen. The 
greater part of these have been obtained in the counties of Knox, 
Blount, Roane, and Rhea. From most of the counties no returns 
have been received ; though there is reason to believe that the 
number of subscribers they.contain is considerable. The number 
of Books issued, amounts to three hundred and fifty Bibles, and 
one hundred and fifty Testaments. Of these 200 Bibles were re- 
ceived as a donation from the Maine Bible Society ; 100 from the 
Berkley Bible Society in Virginia ; and 50 Bibles and 150 Tes- 
taments from the Bible Society of Philadelphia. The Baltimore 
Bible Society has also made a grant to this Society of 75 Bibles, 
which have not yet come to hand, Thus by the generous benevo- 
lence of other Societies, the Board has been enabled to proceed 
to the distribution of the Scriptures, in greater numbers, and at an 
earlier period than weuld otherwise have been*practicable. Four 
hundred Bibles and 100 Testaments purchased with our own funds, 
from the Philadelphia Society, have lately come to hand, and will 
be transmitted to the different counties as soen as convenience and 
opportunity shall permit. By adding the several items above- 
mentioned, it will be seen, that the number of Bibles and Testa- 
ments already received by the Society, amounts to 1000; and 
we humbly trust, that these refreshing drops will prove but a pre- 
lude to a more general shower, destined soon to water, abundantly, 
this dry and thirsty land. 

From the Report of the Treasurer it appears, that since the 
last anniversary, he has received in behalf of the Society, in sub- 
scriptions and donations, $ 353 82, which added to ¢ 248 92, the 
sum in the Treasury at the time of the last Report, makes a tota! . 
ot $602 74. Of this sum $444 66 have been absorbed by the 
purchase and transportation of Books, and other necessary ex- 
penses, leaving at this time in the Treasury, a balance of $158 08 

It is with the deepest emotions of gratitude and exultation that 
the Directors congratulate their constituents and the country at 
large, on the formation, within the year, of a National Bible So- 
ciety. This august Institution embracing, as it does, a large pro- 
portion of the piety, talents and influence of the country ; sup- 
ported by men of all denominations, ranks and parties, who seem 
to have agreed to sacrifice on this altar, all the narrow feelings of 
their nature ; endowed at its commencement with princely libe- 
rality, and extendiug its connections to every part of the union, 
bids fair to rival in the grandeur of its enterprises, the most splen- 
did achievements ot European Societies. ‘The Bible institutions 
already existing in the union, amounting to nearly two hundred, 


have hastened in great numbers, to arrange themselves under the 
banners of the National Society. Possessing such means, com- 
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bining in so high a degree the feelings of the nation, and attended 
by the blessing of God, its march cannot fail to be attended with 
consequences the most auspicious to human happiness. It offers 
to supply us with Bibles of the correctest impressions, at their first 
cost ; and only requires of us in return, to submit to its disposal 
any surplus funds, which may remain to us, after supplying our 
own wants. This proposition is so reasonable, that it would seem 
difficult to object to it, even if our funds were ever so ample ; but 
when we consider the inadequacy of our resources for the supply 
of our wants, and the strong probability that a connection with so 
powerful a friend, would be the most effectual way of supplying 
them, even self-interest seems to prompt us, with unanswerable 
arguments, to embrace the generous proposal. We do therefore 
decidedly recommend to this society, that it become without de- 
lay, auxiliary to the National Institution. 

Such is the want of Bibles within our limits, that 5000 copies 
would by no means afford an adequate supply. And in a cause 
so holy, and with means so inadequate, this society would feel 
itself honoured in being employed by others as almoners of their 
bounty. 

The following Article was unanimously adopted at the annual meet- 
ing of the Society, at the Church, in Knoxville, on Wednesday, 
30th April, 1817. 

Art. 14. This Society shall become auxiliary to the American 
Bible Society on the terms proposed by that Institution. 


The following officers were appointed for the year 1817. 

Rev. Thomas H. Nelson, President ; Rev. David A. Sherman, and 
Thomas Emmerson, Esq. Cor. Secretaries ; James Park, Treasurer ; 
James Campbell, Recording Secretary ; Gen. James White, George 
M‘Nutt, Francis A. Ramsey, John Haney, John Sutherland, Wil- 
liam Park, Joseph C. Strong, Directors. 

—p-— 

A Female Auxiliary Bible Society was lately formed in Colches- 
ter, (Connecticut.) At their first meeting, the Society voted an ap- 
propriation of thirty dollars, to constitute the minister of the parish, 
the Rev. Soromon Cove, a member for life of the American Bible 
Society. Mrs. Abigail Deming, Secr’y ; Mrs. Hannah Foote, T'reas. 

On the 5th of May last, a Bible Society was instituted for the 
county of Herkimer, in this state. Rev. H. N. Woodruff, of Herki- 
mer, President ; Windsor Maynard, Esq. of do. Secretary ; Simeon 
Ford, Esq. of do., Treasurer, 

—p_— 
STEREOTYPE PLATES. 

The’ three sets of plates for the octavo Bible, in long primer type. 
executed by Mess. E. & J. White, and the three sets for the duodecimo 
Bible, in minion type, executed by Mess. D. & G. Bruce, for the American 
Bible Society, are now finished, and are underg."ag a thorou¢h revision by 
competent proof readers, in order to be prepared for the press as speedily as 
practicable. These plates are considered by good judges to be as well done 
as any work of the kind executed in England; and they cost one third less 
than the price at which they could be imported from thence. They do 
great credit to the artists. and to this country. 





